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R. F. Curtiz znd J. A. Tvlor 

Deportment of Chemiztry, Univemity Collefl of Swanzer 

Singleton Park, Swanaea. 

(~eoeivea in UK 14 %roh 1968; aooepted for publicstion 22 Bhroh 1968) 

A reoent publication (1) pointed out the zynthetio utility of the romtion 

between oapper metylidee and halodeno-olefinz in pyridba rolution. 

The prooezz waz oompared with that ooourring with umlopua iodoaromatio 

oompoundz and it waz rtated that thiz dizplaoement will only t&e plaoo 

when the halogen atom is attaohed to M a2 hybridieod oarbon &on. 

However, in view of very reoent evidenoe (2) that a halogun atom 

attaohed to an a3 woridiaed oarbon atom will undergo dizplaoenent under 

similar oonditionz, it rhould be emphaztied that hzlow atom attaohed 

to % Qoridized oarbon atoma oan also ba easily dizplaoed. 

Thus, the ouproua aaatylidez listed in Table I undergo ismediate 

exothermio reaotion with the haloflno-aoetylenes listed, in pyridine 

solution at roocl temperature, to give *he oorresponding diynez. 

Thiz rezotion oan be regarded aa a apeoial oase of the well-known 

Cad$ot-Chokiewioz oou~ling (3) and it has already been w@ated (4) 

that i lnqy be an essentkal atep in this reaotion. 

There are frequently oaaea in which the we of’ a ouprous aoetiylide 

rather than a free acetylene ir preferred fsr oouplin~ reaotiona and 

some ;f them will be discussed in our full puolioation. 
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NELEI 

kcetylide Halogeno-acetylene Produot Yield 5 

B~CEC.CH~GH he.(CS)2,CH20H 60 

I3rCIC.S OH 
2 Me.(C=C)2.CH2OH 66 

BrC=C.CHZGH Ph.(CwC)2.CH20H 65 

lCEC.Ph Ph.(CwC)2.Ph % 
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