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4 recent publication (1) pointed out the synthetic utility of the resation
between copper acetylides and halogeno-olefins in pyridine solution.
The process was compared with that ococurring with analogous iodoaromatic
compounds and it was stated that this displecement will only take place
when the halogen atom is atteched to an _522 hybridised ocarbon atom.

However, in view of very recent evidence (2) thet a halogen atom
attached to an 325 hybridised carbon atom will undergo displacemént under
similar conditions, it should be emphasised that halogen atoms attaohed
to 3p hyoridised carbon atoms can alsc be easily displaced.

Thus, the cuprous acetylides listed in Table I undergo immediate
exothermic reaction with the halogenc-acetylenes listed, in pyridine
solution at roou temperature, to give the corresponding diynes.

This reaction can be regarded as a apecial case of the well-known
Cadiot=Chokiewicz coupling (3) and it has already been suggested (4)
that it may be an essentiel step in this reaction.

There are freguently cases in which the use of' a cuprous acetylide
rather than a f'ree acetylene ir preferred for coupling reaoctions and

some of these will be discussed in our full puolication.
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Acetylids

MeC=CCu
Me(C= \
e (C c)ch

PhC=CCu

LABLE I

Helogeno-acetylene

BrCEC-CHzOH

BPCEC.CHZOH

BrCEC.CHZOH

IC=C.Ph

BrG=¢ .CE{ZOH
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